


Meet Australia’s New
High Commissioner to Singapore:

H.E. Robyn Mudie

0o

1. We understand that you attended the

University of Adelaide (now known as
Adelaide University). Tell us about what
you studied there and a little about your
experience?

| graduated from the University of Adelaide

in 1989 with a Bachelor of Arts, Honours. |
focused my studies on the history and politics
of Southeast Asia and developed a particular
interest in Vietnam, something that stayed with
me as | moved into my career with Australia’s

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT).

Looking back, my time at the University of
Adelaide was a formative period in my life. It
opened my eyes to the importance of Southeast
Asia to Australia’s place in the world. It also gave
me an early introduction to foreign policy, and
sparked my interest in a career in diplomacy.
That curiosity later led me to pursue a Master

of Southeast Asian Studies from the University
of Hull in the United Kingdom, where I further
deepened my understanding of our region.

The journey from studying Southeast Asia to
representing Australia in the region has come
full circle with my appointment as Australian
High Commissioner to Singapore.
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| was delighted to learn that two fellow University
of Adelaide alumni, Dr Tony Tan Keng Yam and
Mr Ong Teng Cheong, have served as President
of Singapore.

. You have been in the diplomatic corps for

some years and have also been stationed in
Southeast Asia. Tell us about your experience?

| joined DFAT in 1990, over 36 years ago.
During my long career | have been posted

to six different locations around the world,
beginning with Hanoi in 1993, and moving

on to two postings at Australia’s missions to
the United Nations in New York and Geneva,
where | gained valuable experience in
multilateral diplomacy. | was then posted as
High Commissioner to Sri Lanka and Maldives,
broadening my knowledge of the Indo-

Pacific region, before returning to Vietnam as
Ambassador from 2019-2022, and now coming
to Singapore.

The world has changed dramatically during

my diplomatic career, but the importance of

our region to Australia has not. Australia’s
security and prosperity are intrinsically linked to
Southeast Asia. Our connections with countries
in the region, including Singapore, go beyond
geography. We have enduring ties across family,
business, education, tourism and more. Our
close education ties, built over many decades,
play a vital role, helping to build connections and
understanding between people and communities.
They reinforce how closely our prosperity,
security, and futures are intertwined.

| have been fortunate to work on many aspects
of Australia’'s engagement with Southeast Asia.
This has included supporting Australia’s role
as ASEAN'’s oldest Dialogue Partner, and one
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of the first Comprehensive Strategic Partners,
strengthening trade and investment, and
more recently working with regional partners
on sustainable development and the region’s
climate transition.

| was very fortunate to learn Vietnamese
prior to my first posting, a skill | have retained
ever since. My language skills deepened my
understanding of Vietnam, and laid the basis
for strong and lasting relationships there, but
they have also demonstrated my commitment
to understanding and working with regional
partners more broadly, including during my
two UN postings, and more recently when |
was managing Australia’s relationships with
the Mekong. There is no doubt in my mind
that regional language skills are a vital part of
Australia’s diplomacy.

. What have you enjoyed most about your job as

a High Commissioner?

My interest in Southeast Asia began early,
through a scholarship exchange to Thailand
immediately after | had finished school. This
sparked my first interest in Southeast Asia and
eventually drew me to Vietham and a career in
DFAT. By the end of my first posting to Hanoi, |
was thoroughly hooked to life as a diplomat.

Now, as High Commissioner to Singapore, |
feel very privileged to represent Australia at an
important time in our relationship. Presenting
my credentials in May 2026 was a special
milestone, and | am particularly honoured to be
the first woman in this role since 1990.

A key focus of my work will be to advance
our Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
2.0 (CSP2.0). At its heart, diplomacy is about
what drew me to this profession in the first
place - working with people and building
connections. | look forward to working with our
partners in Singapore to take forward CSP 2.0.

4. | know this is not
your first time here,
but what are your
impressions of
Singapore this time
around? What are a
couple of fun facts
about you?

Singapore is a
remarkable country.
When | am not working
or attending events, |
have enjoyed visiting
local landmarks such
as the Maxwell Food
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Centre, Tekka Centre and the Singapore Botanic
Gardens, while also attending events such as the
Australian Food Fair at Cold Storage.

Like many newcomers to Singapore, | have
embraced local favourites, including chicken rice
and kaya toast, as part of getting to know the
country and its culture. As a long-time student
of Southeast Asian history, | have also explored
local museums, exhibitions and historical sites
that offer deeper insight into Singapore’s
remarkable journey from independence to
present day and future ambitions.

| have enjoyed doing all this with my family.

| have two sons, one of whom is here with me in
Singapore before beginning university studies in
Australia next year. | am pleased my husband, Jon,
and our adorable Jack Russell Terrier, Tuppence,
have joined me for this latest chapter abroad.

. What initial message would you like to send to

our members?

| would like to reiterate the importance of
education as a practical and proven way to
reduce disadvantage and support sustained
economic growth.

Higher education is Australia’s fourth-largest
export, valued at $54 billion in 2024. Australia is
proud of the contribution our institutions have
made to the development of this region, which
is so important to Australia’s future.

But beyond the statistics, it is ultimately about
individual experiences. Each of you decided to
gain an Aussie education and, in doing so, became
part of the connection between our two countries.
Your experiences and networks continue to
strengthen that link in meaningful ways.

Australia values the role we have played, even
in a small way, in your journeys. | look forward
to meeting many of you at future AAS events
and would like to take this opportunity to thank
AAS for the work they do in maintaining the
connections between Australia and Singapore.
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https://go.gov.sg/reach-aas-parl-2026
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http://bit.ly/TCOClegacy2026
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