
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Members & Partners,

December has been yet another busy month at AAS inspite of the holiday season.
 
On 9th December 2024, AAS attended the AIS Singapore Day Gala hosted by
Alumni International Singapore at Intercontinental Singapore. It was a great
opportunity for AAS representatives to meet and interact with youth Alumni
associations representing various other countries and share ideas as well as
expand our networks. The event was graced by prominent leaders including Ms.
Tin Pei Ling, Singapore Member of Parliament, Mr. Ted Tan, Enterprise Fellow of
Enterprise Singapore and Vice Chairman of Community Chest and Simone Lego -
known for the creating of tokidoki.
 
As the year draws to a close, we are reminded of the joy, unity, and hope that the
holiday season brings. Let us cherish the moments spent with family and friends,
reflect on the blessings we have received, and extend our hands to those in need.
 
The end of the year is also a time for gratitude—a moment to look back at the
milestones we’ve achieved together. This year has been a testament to our
collective strength, perseverance, and the power of community. Each challenge
met and goal accomplished has brought us closer to realizing our shared dreams.
 
As we welcome the New Year, we are filled with optimism and determination. It is
a chance for fresh beginnings, renewed commitments, and the pursuit of
aspirations yet to be fulfilled. May 2025 be a year of growth, success, and
fulfillment for each one of us.
 
To our members, supporters, and well-wishers, thank you for being an integral part
of our journey. Your contributions and encouragement inspire us to aim higher and
achieve more.
 
On behalf of AAS, I extend my heartfelt wishes to you and your families during this
holiday season and also a prosperous New Year. May this season bring peace,
happiness, and countless reasons to celebrate.

Yours Sincerely,

Rajaneesh R Kurup
#forwardtogether
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GREETINGS FROM AAS

“Wishing you a joyous Christmas filled with love and laughter, and
may 2025 come with success, health, and happiness!”

Kevin Dam, Vice President & Chair of Digital Transformation

“Merry X’mas & A Happy New Year to all AAS Alumni &
Associates! May the year of Snake brings better Health

& Happiness to you and your family!”

Michael Aw, Vice President & Treasurer

“Here’s to a bright Christmas and New Year and to the things
that are yet to come and the memories that we hold, May
your holiday be filled with laughter, love, and endless joy”

Dipanti Das, Chair of Memberships

“May this festive season be filled with joy, magical
moments and cherished memories for you!”

Johnny Teng, Chair of Partner University Programs 
& Sponsorship

“Wishing you a marvellous holiday season brimming with laughter,
reflection, and the warmth of good company. Let the festive cheer

bring us all a little closer, wherever we might be celebrating.
Here’s to a ripper Christmas and a cracking year ahead!”

Andrew Cameron, Co-Chair of Partner University Programs 
& Sponsorship

“Merry Christmas! May your holiday season be as stress-free
as a Friday afternoon meeting cancellation”

Andre Ang, Co-Chair of Membership
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“Wish you all a happy and safe festive season filled with joy and pleasure.”

Steven Lee, Co-Chair of Partner University Programs 
& Sponsorship

“Here's to a merry Christmas and a fantastic New Year
ahead - cheers to a big 2025!”

Steffie Vanessia, Chair of Events

“Sending you festive cheer and wishes for a New
Year where every moment feels like a gift.”

Ernest Toh, Co-Chair of Events

“Wishing you a Blessed Christmas filled with joy, love,
and cherished moments with family and friends!
May 2025 be a year filled with new adventures,

personal growth, and happiness.”

Ruby Lydia Chan, Chair of CSR

Andrew Er, Committee Member

“Wish everyone a Merry Christmas and may the New
Year be happy and bring you prosperity”

Janet Stubbs, Chair of Partner University Programs 
& Sponsorship

GREETINGS FROM AAS
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JCU Singapore alumna recognised by
Early Childhood Development Agency
for achievements in early intervention
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The Early Childhood Development
Agency (ECDA) Awards for
Excellence in Early Childhood
Development Awards recognises
exemplary Early Childhood and
Early Intervention educators,
leaders, as well as centres that
have excelled in teaching and
learning and in their innovative
practices.

Ms Chong Ling Xuan, who graduated from James Cook University’s
Bachelor of Psychology programme in 2009, recently received the
Promising Award in the ECDA Awards for Excellence in Early Childhood
Development (Early Intervention Professional category).

Recipients of this award are recognised for their excellence in
designing and implementing effective early intervention and learning
support programmes. They embody professional excellence in their
practices, continually strive for growth, and are deeply committed to
making a positive difference in the lives of children with developmental
needs and their families.

“I am humbled to be able to receive the award, and to be recognised
and supported by my mentors, colleagues, friends, family and various
stakeholders such as Allied Health Professionals, parents and teachers,”
says Ling Xuan.

“I look forward to be able to share my experience and knowledge, and
to support more children who will benefit from early intervention,” she
adds.

Ling Xuan’s journey in early intervention began during her time as a
preschool teacher, where she witnessed the profound impact that Allied
Health Professionals and Learning Support Educators had on the
children under her care. This experience motivated her to pursue a
career in early intervention.

Today, Ling Xuan has been a Senior Learning Support Educator at PAP
Community Foundation for about four years, where she supports
children in Kindergarten 1 and Kindergarten 2 in Early Intervention
through conducting screening and assessment, providing targeted sup-

-port in areas such as language, literacy, social skills and behaviour, and fine motor skills. She also works
with stakeholders to better support children in their natural learning environment.

"I love witnessing the children’s progress during intervention sessions and in their classroom settings.
Hearing feedback from parents and educators about the children’s enjoyment and anticipation for the
sessions empowered me and warmed my heart, encouraging me to continue this meaningful work," says
Ling Xuan.

Associate Professor Teoh Ai Ni, Academic Head, Social and Health Sciences at JCU Singapore, reflects
on Ling Xuan’s journey and achievements.

“I have known Ling Xuan since 2006 when she took my Introductory Psychology subject. I am immensely
proud to see her grow and shine over the years, she says.

“Ling Xuan’s dedication to supporting children and families is inspiring, and this award is a well-
deserved recognition of her efforts. We can’t wait to see what’s next for her!” adds Associate Professor
Teoh.

Find out more about the Singapore campus of James Cook University.

Contacts

Media: Ms Pinky Sibal pinky.sibal@jcu.edu.au / Ms Hoe Shu Rin shurin.hoe@jcu.edu.au

https://www.jcu.edu.sg/about-us/the-singapore-campus-of-james-cook-university
mailto:pinky.sibal@jcu.edu.au
mailto:shurin.hoe@jcu.edu.au


J C U  C o n v e r s a t i o n s  3 2 :  A n d r e a  D e l l a  M a t t e a

I n  t h i s  e p i s o d e ,  w e  c h a t  w i t h  A n d r e a  D e l l a  M a t t e a ,  P r e s i d e n t  A s i a  P a c i f i c ,  M i c r o s o f t ,  a n d
a d v i s o r y  b o a r d  m e m b e r  a t  J a m e s  C o o k  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  S i n g a p o r e .  A n d r e a  r e f l e c t s  o n  h e r
p r o l i f i c  g l o b a l  c a r e e r  i n  t e c h ,  a n d  s h a r e s  i n s i g h t s  o n  h a r n e s s i n g  a r t i f i c i a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t o
m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  a n d  d r i v e  i n c l u s i v i t y  a c r o s s  t h e  w o r l d .  S h e  a l s o  s p e a k s  a b o u t  h e r  t i m e  a t
J a m e s  C o o k  U n i v e r s i t y ,  w h e r e  s h e  w a s  a w a r d e d  a n  h o n o r a r y  d o c t o r a t e  i n  e n g i n e e r i n g .

T h i s  e p i s o d e ’ s  h o s t :  D r  S t e v e  K e r r i s o n ,  S e n i o r  L e c t u r e r ,  C y b e r s e c u r i t y  a t  J a m e s  C o o k
U n i v e r s i t y  i n  S i n g a p o r e .

PARTNER UPDATES

JCU Conver sa t ions  i s  t he  p remier  podcas t  se r ie s  o f  James  Cook  Un i ve r s i t y ,  S i ngapore
— br ing ing  to  you  d i scu s s ions  w i th  s ucces s f u l  l eader s  i n  t he  i ndus t r y  (acros s  f ie ld s
such  as  bus ines s ,  educat ion ,  s u s ta inab i l i t y ,  and  more)  wh i le  o f fe r i ng  a  deeper
under s tand ing  o f  t he i r  per sona l  l i ve s ,  career s ,  i n sp i ra t ions ,  and  approaches  to
succes s .  Jo in  ou r  ro ta t i ng  cha i r  o f  d i s t i ngu i shed  hos t s  a s  we  f i nd  ou t :  What  makes
these  b r igh t  m inds  t i ck?

JCU Conversations
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https://www.jcu.edu.sg/jcu-conversations
https://www.jcu.edu.sg/jcu-conversations/podcasts/jcu-conversations-32-andrea-della-mattea
https://www.jcu.edu.sg/jcu-conversations/podcasts/jcu-conversations-32-andrea-della-mattea
https://www.jcu.edu.sg/jcu-conversations/podcasts/jcu-conversations-32-andrea-della-mattea




Merry Christmas
from

This holiday season, we’re celebrating the
Australian expats who trust us to make their
financial journeys simpler and more secure.

Odin is here all year round to provide expert
support, tailored solutions, and peace of

mind for your mortgages and taxes.

Here for Aussie Expats—Today, Tomorrow, and Always

Click here to learn more about us

odinmortgage.com +61 480 049 917 +61 489 922 589odintax.com

https://hubs.ly/Q02_Jtf50
http://www.odinmortgage.com/
https://wa.me/61480049917
https://wa.me/61489922589
http://www.odinmortgage.com/
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1 - 3 April 2025
Raffles City Convention Centre, Fairmont Hotel Ballroom
Now established as the pre-eminent Asian event for investment into the
decarbonisation and energy transition themes, the conference brings together
the global community of companies, investors, governments, and industry
experts in Asia’s financial hub, Singapore.

Save The Date!
Resource Connect Asia Proudly Presents The 3rd Annual 

TRIBECA FUTURE FACING COMMODITIES CONFERENCE

What’s on offer:
• International Keynotes
• Corporate Presentations
• Panel Discussions
• Government Interaction
• Networking
• Cocktail Functions
• Exhibitions

info@resourceconnectasia.com

futurefacingcommodities.com

REGISTER YOUR EXPRESSION OF
INTEREST AT THE FOLLOWING EMAIL:



For more information and to
Register, please scan the Whatsapp
QR Code and join the AAS Cycling

Social Interest Group below.
     

JANUARY BEACH CLEAN UP
by OCEAN PURPOSE PROJECT

For more information & to register,
please scan the Whatsapp QR Code
and join the AAS Sustainability Social
Interest Group.

AAS CYCLING INTEREST GROUP MONTHLY MEETUP
SATURDAY, 25 JANUARY 2025 | 6.30AM SGT 

LINK

UPCOMING EVENTS
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https://chat.whatsapp.com/G1uCNxgKvxiAQkvuIvhthS


Friday, 6 December 2024

The Cliff, Sofitel Singapore Sentosa

PAST EVENTS

AUSTCHAM XMAS DRINK
YEAR END NETWORKING NIGHT 2024
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Monday, 9 December 2024

InterContinental Singapore (Bugis)

PAST EVENTS

ALUMNI INTERNATIONAL
SINGAPORE DAY
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Scan or click the link to join & connect with like minded AAS members

If you would like to form and lead an interest group, please 
feel free to contact secretariat@aas.org.sg 
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SOCIAL INTEREST GROUPS
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mailto:secretariat@aas.org.sg
https://www.facebook.com/groups/430931117990060/?ref=share
https://chat.whatsapp.com/Djlaqtb8bZtBiTEfK3McAj
https://chat.whatsapp.com/DbonsmGDkCaEGBm8KwzlsL
https://chat.whatsapp.com/EvJNkWDmzEKAgdwjnHP0lq
https://chat.whatsapp.com/EEolEo3K7LDGZukPttrNgT
https://chat.whatsapp.com/G1uCNxgKvxiAQkvuIvhthS
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Cl i ck  HERE   t o  l ea rn  more  about  G lueUp .  

Platinum

Silver Silver

FLASH YOUR AAS MEMBERSHIP CARD VIA GLUEUP APP & ENJOY ALL THE EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNTS 

Gold

Silver Ordinary / Associate

Ordinary / Associate

Ordinary / Associate

Ordinary / Associate
Ordinary / Associate

Ordinary / Associate

Silver

Ordinary / Associate

Silver Silver

Silver

Ordinary / AssociateOrdinary / Associate

Ordinary / AssociateSilver

Ordinary / Associate
Silver Ordinary / AssociateSilver

https://aas.glueup.com/membership/3183/apply/application-details/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/3184/apply/application-details/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LOkdpGAGUpovBa9TK7Rn4BqtzDP5wRXk/view?usp=sharing
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/13744/apply/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/13744/apply/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/13744/apply/application-details/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/13745/apply/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/3184/apply/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/9697/apply/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/11985/apply/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/11986/apply/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/3183/apply/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/3183/apply/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/6368/apply/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/9615/apply/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/9615/apply/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/9695/apply/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/9616/apply/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/9696/apply/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/14583/apply/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/14584/apply/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/14584/apply/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/15804/apply/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/15805/apply/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/15806/apply/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/13744/apply/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/13744/apply/application-details/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/15807/apply/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/19967/apply/application-details/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/20018/apply
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/20018/apply
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/27539/apply/application-details/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/14584/apply/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/27540/apply/application-details/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/27702/apply/application-details/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/20018/apply
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/27703/apply/application-details/
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Organisational Resilience
in the New Normal

THE “NEW NORMAL”
As Governments, businesses and societies
begin to adapt to the post-COVID 19
pandemic environment, organisations
continue to evolve in a complex operating
climate impacting daily operations,
assurance to stakeholders and creating a
sense of uncertainty. Left unchecked, these
may materialise into potential undesirable
consequences causing unnecessary
disruption or leading to a crisis in their
organisation. 
Navigating through these complexities
require trained and experienced
professionals to ensure such threats do not
become a reality and if they ever do,
organisations must be ready to implement
well tested contingency and response plans
to recover from and resume critical
operations.
It is a proven and well documented fact when
organisations that are resilient and equipped
to manage risks not only stand a higher
chance of survival in their respective
competitive fields but emerge stronger and
ready to take on potential opportunities left
behind by others who are not as well
prepared.
Post-pandemic, more businesses,
governments and key stakeholders will be
requiring a greater adoption of business
continuity and crisis management plans and
procedures. Is your organisation ready?

INFINITY CONTINUITY
We’re an independent organisational resilience
consultancy and training practice with a core
focus in emergency preparedness, business
continuity and crisis management.
Established since 2013, our goal is to enable
governments and businesses to achieve
organisational resilience through customised
solutions specific to our clients’ needs, goals and
strategy
Our services can be broadly categorised (but not
limited to) as follows:

Business Continuity and Crisis Management:
Resilience and readiness assessment
Programme and policy development
Business impact analysis and risk assessment
Business continuity, emergency response and
crisis management plan(s) development
Training and awareness workshops
Readiness tests and exercises
Programme maintenance
BCM and crisis management audits

Talk to us today at (65) 66796231 or email us
Enquiries@infinitycontinuity.com, or simply
visit our website at at
http://www.infinitycontinuity.com to find out
how we can partner with you!

WHY CLIENTS CHOOSE US

Clients want to partner with us because:
We simplify resilience and continuity
We “hand hold” you to develop your resilience plans (some say we do everything for them) at your
pace
We work with organisations of all sizes and maturity phases (i.e., regardless if it’s a full programme
or to review existing components)
More importantly, our specialists are field-tested with actual planning, execution and response
experience across multiple sectors (yet we don’t charge sky high rates)

mailto:Enquiries@infinitycontinuity.com
http://www.infinitycontinuity.com/


As part of the 2024/25 budget, the Australian Government announced that it will implement a new National
Innovation visa, replacing the current Global Talent visa (subclass 858) from late 2024, to target
exceptionally talented migrants who will drive growth in sectors of national importance. Although we are not
sure on the parameters of the new visa, we think it will look for the cohort of candidates similar those under
the current global talent visa programme.  

On the other hand, the Business Innovation and Investment visa program (BIIP) will cease, most likely as a result
of the Australian government taking on the Productive Commission’s recommendation that the business
migrants make limited economic contribution to Australia.  

For those who qualify under the current Global Talent Visa programme, we encourage you to get in touch with
us so we can assist you with your EOI and visa application submission: globaltalent@alclawyers.com.au or
phone +61279009570. 
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mailto:globaltalent@alclawyers.com.au
tel:+61279009570


SERVICES BY HYDER LLB: 

 Administering an Oath or receiving a declaration or affirmation
 Witnessing a signature or seal on a form or declaration
 Preparing a declaration or other document
 Verifying and certifying a copy of a document or part of a 

       document
 Witnessing the execution of a will
Any other Australian Legal matters as required

WHY HYDER LLB: 

Cost Effective
Prompt and Attentive response. Contact:  hyder.gulam@yahoo.com  
Convenient and accessible location at: 

       Suntec Tower One, 7 Temasek Boulevard Singapore 038987

Hyder was born in Singapore and educated in Melbourne. He is a registered nurse (UK), a
qualified lawyer, an accredited mediator, a registered Migration Agent as well as a Fellow of
the  Royal College of Nursing in Australia. He has post graduate qualifications 
in business/management, law and nursing. He has served as an officer with the Royal
Australian Air Force, both in Australia and overseas.  He has published in areas such as trans-
cultural nursing, health law, criminal law and military law. Hyder has experiences in a range of
legal areas and has worked across the legal spectrum, from working in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
for one of the world's biggest law firms, to General Legal Counsel of one of the world's largest
Sovereign Wealth Funds. 

10% off for AAS Members
when you indicate LAWS24 

SQNLDR (ret) Hyder Gulam FRCNA
FACN LLM MBA
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mailto:hyder.gulam@yahoo.com


THE  VOICE  |  I SSUE  4431 BACK TO MAIN MENU THE  VOICE  |  I SSUE  4622 BACK TO MAIN MENU

https://thecellar.sg/


MAKING
AUSTRALIAN
GIN HISTORY
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Get ready to achieve the smile of your dreams today! AAS is happy to share this perk we secured for you
and your family. 

At Invisalign, we believe in the power of a great smile to transform your future, and that's why we use
digital technology and innovative experiences to help people move forward in life.
With the Invisalign clear aligner system, we revolutionized the orthodontic
industry, providing patients with a series of clear, custom-made aligners for teeth straightening.
We have, together with our doctor partners, treated over 15 million patients worldwide.
Our partner clinic Q&M is excited to extend their services to AAS members and their families at selected
clinics!

You can enjoy an oral check-up, including scaling polishing , iTero intra-oral scan, 1 X-Ray and
assessment for just $108.
You will also benefit from Invisalign package starting at just $3,800 including a whitening kit!
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Don't wait any longer - register now through the QR code on the poster and take advantage of this
amazing opportunity. Your family members can enjoy it too, so spread the word and let's achieve those
dream smiles together!

LET'S GET THOSE SMILES SHINING!



https://thegirlwithahat.com/

https://www.facebook.com/the
girlwithahat

https://www.instagram.com/the
_girl_with_a_hat/?hl=en
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Come & Visit Us @
BOOK AN APPOINTMENT FOR A STYLING

PARC VERA
10 HOUGANG STREET 32

#17-19
SINGAPORE 534037

10% off on your Online Orders when you
indicate AAS

https://thegirlwithahat.com/
https://www.facebook.com/thegirlwithahat
https://www.facebook.com/thegirlwithahat
https://www.instagram.com/the_girl_with_a_hat/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/the_girl_with_a_hat/?hl=en
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https://www.renaza.com/
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YOU CAN NOW GET  5% OFF  ALL  YOUR PURCHASES  
FROM OUR PARTNER,  THIRSTY.COM.SG

VIS IT  THE  L INK HTTPS://WWW.THIRSTY.COM.SG/AAS 
OR USE  THE  CODE "AAS"  AT  CHECKOUT 

TO GET  THE  5% DISCOUNT BENEF IT !

https://www.thirsty.com.sg/
https://www.thirsty.com.sg/AAS


CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION

8282 3883 /  9824 3883

:  I N T E R I O R . S G

:  @ S G I N T E R I O R

:  A  &  D  D E S I G N E R ' S  G R O U P  P T E  L T D  

R E N O V A T I O N  P A C K A G E S  S T A R T I N G  F R O M

B T O  :  S $ 8 , 2 8 0 . 0 0
R E S A L E  U N I T :  S $ 4 1 , 6 4 5 . 0 0  

E X C L U S I V E
P A R T N E R S H I P  W I T H

https://interior.sg/
https://www.instagram.com/sginterior/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/p/A-D-Designers-Group-Pte-Ltd-100064873172245/




Business Casual Polo shirts

Shop now

Linen

SHOP OUR COLLECTION

TAILORED SHIRTS FOR MEN

FRO
M

$99

WWW.SHIRTBYHAND.COM +65 8487 8557 INFO@SHIRTBYHAND.SG

Experience the ultimate convenience with us: we come
to you, wherever you are! Enjoy a free consultation
where you can explore a variety of options and see our
fabric samples firsthand. Imagine choosing the perfect
material and style tailored specifically to your
preferences — all without leaving your home!

Each shirt is meticulously crafted just for you and
delivered right to your door. Don’t settle for off-the- rack;
elevate your wardrobe with a shirt that truly fits!

https://www.shirtbyhand.com/sg/shirts/business
https://www.shirtbyhand.com/sg/shirts/casual
https://www.shirtbyhand.com/sg/shirts?filter=264
https://www.shirtbyhand.com/sg
https://www.shirtbyhand.com/sg/shirts/linen


10 ANSON ROAD
#29-04A INTERNATIONAL PLAZA

SINGAPORE 079903

TEL: +65 9295-7977

MEDIA CONTACT:
SECRETARIAT@AAS.ORG.SG

Follow Us!

AAS' VALUED UNIVERSITY PARTNERS

PLATINUM

SILVER

AAS' VALUED TERM SPONSORS

DIAMOND

GOLD

SILVER

GOLD

https://www.instagram.com/australian_alumni_singapore/
https://www.facebook.com/AASorg/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/10681928/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/3183/apply/application-details/
https://aas.glueup.com/membership/3183/apply/application-details/
mailto:SECRETARIAT@AAS.ORG.SG

